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Freedom to Learn, Seek the Truth,
be the Light

M S Kurhade*

"“You must begin by knowing
That you have already arrived.
Yoter true nature lives as perfect as
an unwritten number, everywhere

at once across space and time. "
- Richard Bach

We are privileged to celebrate the 76" anniversary of India’s
independence. In the midnight hour of the 14* -15" of August, 1947,
‘the soul of India in the words of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, it’s the long-
suppressed found utterance, but not fully or substantially’. It is natural
that we celebrate this'defining moment in our national destiny with
zeal. But, even as we do so, it is necessary that we engage with the
meaning and discipline of freedom. What does it mean to be free? What
are the dangers that the legacy-of freedom faces today? What does it
take to be good and faithful custodians of freedom? How can we ensure
that freedom does not, under our watch, degenerate into tyranny and
bondage? '

These questions are pertinent, even pressing, because the birth
of our freedom coincided with the outbreak of the most horrendous
communal violence in the history of the Indian subcontinent. Many did
not live to enjoy our hard-won freedom.

The founders of religions were fundamentally liberators of
humanity. Prince Siddartha who would later be the Buddha renounced
earthly possessions and pleasures to illumine the path of human liberation
from the sea of suffering in which earthly existence remains submerged.
Rather than become the powerful king of a people, he chose to be the
spiritual liberation for all humankind. Similarly, Jesus Christ prioritized
the need for human liberation. | have come, he said ‘to set the captives
free’. -

The liberation they addressed pertains to what philosophers call
the native freedom of human beings. Native freedom is freedom that
inherent in being human. We may call it species freedom. The native
freedom of a bird includes the freedony to fly, which is not native to
us. The critical awareness of the world and the self capacity for self-
criticism- is native to us, but not to birds and animals. So, it is necessary
that the scope of freedom we celebrate is understood in relation to what
it takes to be human. What empowers and ennobles human beings, as
against what corrupts and degrades them is the substance of freedom.
The freedom to be sub-human endangers freedom.

* Director, Sanskar Sarjan Education Society, Malad (E), Mumbai-400097 and
President, Assockttion of Non-Government Colleges, Mumbai. E-mail: principal@
sanskarsarjan.org
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The National Education Policy—2020:
Value Addition for Quality Education
through Student Clubs and
Quality Circles

B L Gupta*

Quality universities and colleges are the vision stated in the National
Education Policy-2020 (NEP—2020). The wholesome development
of the students is advocated in NEP 2020 (quality in totality). The
graduates need to contribute to the economic and social development of
the country (fitness for the purpose). The philosophy of outcome-based
education needs to be followed for educational programmes (uniformity
of education). Education needs to meet the aspirations of the students
and graduates need to be work-ready to accept the challenges of the
world of work (satisfying the needs of external and internal stakeholders
of higher education institutions).

The NEP-2020 promotes the development of lifelong learning,
learning to learn, critical thinking, collaboration, cooperation, and
creative skills, and 21%-century skills (sustenance, innovation, and
value addition). The NEP promotes the development of leadership,
professional ethics, human values, constitutional values, and student
character (learning community and learning organization).

The NEP—2020 advocates the concept of total quality management
in education to achieve the quality vision. The quality vision is achieved
through scientifically designed quality systems, effective implementation
of systems, and evaluation of systems to continuously improve the
performance of the quality systems. Thereby resulting in the achievement
of quality vision. Quality assurance plays a significant role in ensuring
quality at each significant phase of education. The quality of education
is achieved formally and informally by HEIs. The NEP promotes the
formation of students’ clubs and student learning communities which
are mentored, guided, and supported by facilitators.

The learning management system of the institute and social media
may be used to form and make the learning community functional.
Another approach to achieving quality goals is the quality circle approach
which has been implemented in the industry and service industry at a
large scale and has proven to be very effective, efficient, productive,
and result-oriented in terms of quality. This QC approach resulted in
significant tangible and intangible, direct and indirect benefits to the
organization and stakeholders.

Students spcnd cream-of-the-cream (quality) time every day on the
campus of the institute along with their co-learners. They face problems,

*Professor, Depagment of Management Education, National Institute of Technical
Teachers’ Training and Research, Shamla Hills, Bhopal- 462002. E-mail:
badrilalgupta72(@gmail.com
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Open Universities in India: The
Concerns of Quality

Anirban Ghosh*

Quality assurance in education means the practice of managing
the way education is provided to make sure that it always maintains a
high standard and meets social needs. Quality has become the defining
element of education in the 21% Century in the context of the ever-
changing needs of the workplace and also for the holistic and all-round
development of the next generations. The Millennium Development
Goals of the United Nations (MDGs, 2002) consider knowledge as
the prime mover of development in the new millennium and the
Sustainable Development Goals-4 (SDG-4, 2015) ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all. The National Education Policy 2020 of India
gives due importance to Lifelong Learning (Ch. 21) which is aligned
with SDG-4. The NEP document also includes provisions for digital
learning (Ch.23) and technology in educatior (Ch. 24). Without the
use of technology in education the objective of providing lifelong
learning cannot be fulfilled. The open and distance learning (ODL)
system with its inherent features addresses the issue of accessibility
in higher education.

The first open university was estabhshed in Andhra Pradesh
namely, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University in 1982. The national
open university, Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU)
was established in 1985. Considering the importance of an open
education system, different state governments of the country have
established Open Universities (OUs) through their respective state
legislature to impart higher education in their regional language with
the objective of reaching the unreached at affordable costs. Currently.
there are seventeen state-open universities, and over one hundred dual-
mode universities are offering academic programmes through open
and distance learning modes.

As per the report, the enrolment in the ODL system in the
country is about 11.1% of total enrolment in higher education of
which 44.5% are female (Annual Report 2021-22, Ministry of
Education, (MoE), Govt. of India. The share of distance education in
the GER in India is about 22-23%. Open and distance learning system
plays a pivotal role in the higher education system in India because
of their major contribution to enhancing the gross enrolment ratio
and democratization of education to large sections of the population
particularly to reach out to the unreached and to meet the demands
of lifelong learning. The success of ODL in the country is due to its
flexibility and actessibility. The New Educatidn Policy 2020 has set
a target to achieve 50% GER by 2035. This mammoth task can only
be accomplished through an open and distance learning system with

* Director. Cenige for Internal Quality Assurance, Netaji Subhas Open University,
Kolkata-70006%( West Bengal). E-mail: anirbanl972@gmail.com
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National Education Policy—2020
and its Influence on the Health
Professions Education

Shivasakthy Manivasakan®

The National Education Policy 2020, although not mentioned
many points specific to Health Professional Education, (HPE)
guidelines started changing the mode of functioning of the entire
higher education system in India. Adding to this, the University Grants
Commission has already issued several notifications to the higher
education institutions and Universities on implementation mandates.
It’s high time to get sensitized on the key points of the policy which
has alteady seeped into health professions education and the strategies
to upgrade the health science university/ institution as we cannot stand
alone on silos when the entire nation is moving towards a change. This
paper is intended to provide better clarity for the administrators, and
academicians on the influence of NEP on HPE.

National Education Policy—2020 :Key Features

The principal aim of the National Education Policy—2020
(NEP—2020) is to provide Access. Equity, Quality, Affordability,
and Accountability in the education system of the country. To achieve
this, various strategies have been proposed. Some of the key strategies
proposed include, Multidisciplinary under-graduation with research:
implementation of the Academic Bank of Credits to facilitate credit
transfer and mobility of the learners; Academic Flexibility with several
lateral exit-entry options, integrated and dual degree programmes;
Evaluation reforms with greater weightage to continuous internal
assessment rather than the summative assessment; Online & open
distance learning for enhancing the access to education and enabling
the learners to pursue more courses simultaneously; Internalization
of education to promote foreign institutions setting up their branches
in India and vice versa and also to facilitate international students
admission in Indian institutions and Indian students pursuing courses
abroad; Institutional Autonomy to innovate and excel; Faecilitating
Merit-based faculty recruitment and career promotion and not merely
by means of seniority in the work experience; Establishment of Single
regulating body - National Higher Education Regulatory Authority
(NHERA): Establishment of Single tgsting agency — National Testing
Agency (NTA); Establishment of National Accreditation Authority
(NAA), General Education Council (GEC), and National Higher
Education Qualification Framework (NHEQF)'.

Health Professions Education (HPE) - Explicit Details
Provided in NEP—2020

There are a few details concerning health professions discussed



